
Lopez Island School District #144 
86 School Road 

Lopez Island, WA 98261 

Phone 360-468-2202      Fax (360) 468-2212 

www.lopezislandschool.org 

 

Brian Auckland, Superintendent/Elementary Principal                                    Dr. Martha Martin, Secondary Principal 

 

 

 
The Lopez Island School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, 

color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a 

trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  The 

following employee(s) has been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Civil Rights 

Compliance Coordinator, Superintendent Brian Auckland – bauckland@lopezislandschool.org, Title IX Coordinator, HR 

Specialist Renee Koplan – rkoplan@lopezislandschool.org, Section 504 Academic Case Manager, K-12 Counselor Jeanna Carter 

– jcarter@lopezislandschool.org, OR contact by phone, 360-468-2202, OR mail to 86 School Rd, Lopez Island, WA 98261.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

September 11, 2020 
 
Dear LISD Families,  
 
As I typed the date for this letter, I paused to remember 
this day in history.  I was a new principal, and I heard 
the terrible news at a coffee shop on my way to 
work.  Panicked parents called all morning and some 
came to pick up their children, just to have them 
close.  Teachers grappled with how to share this news 
in an age appropriate way while managing their own 
fear and despair.  Nobody could stop watching the 
same news story and video on repeat.  For days, many 
of us were glued to the television and internet in horror 
while also feeling a deep appreciation for the courage 
and dedication of first responders and those who risked 
or lost their lives to save others.  A couple years ago, I 
visited the 9/11 Memorial in New York City, and I was 
so inspired by the story of St. Paul’s Church, a small 
chapel across from the World Trade Center that was 
somehow left undamaged...not even a broken window.  St. Paul’s became a place of rest, food 
and water, supplies, and medical care for rescue workers. On this day of remembrance, let us 
send loads of love and gratitude to first responders, rescue workers, and helpers everywhere.    
 
Library 
 
Similar to last spring, Ms. Deirdre is looking forward to getting books into your student's hands. 
She will take your requests by email (dsteinbrueck@lopezislandschool.org). The book/s will be 
checked out to your student, cleaned properly, packaged and labeled, and placed on the table 
in front of the elementary school for your pick-up. The library's catalog will be viewable soon 
from the School District's website. Here's the link: www.library.lopez.k12.wa.us 
 
It is located under the “For Students” tab, Library Media Center. If your student/s have books 
checked out, PLEASE RETURN THEM TO THE DROP BOX IN FRONT OF THE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. Students will not be able to check books out until their overdue books 
have been returned. If you need to know what books your student/s have out, please contact 
Deirdre. Should your student/s need assistance in finding sources or other media related 
products, please contact Ms. Deirdre. She looks forward to providing books and materials to the 
students of Lopez Island! 
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Secondary Families 
 
I’m hearing so many positive things from secondary teachers about students engaging in their G 
classes and pack now that our first 5-week term is under way.  We are still working on A-F and 
hoping to have that information in Qmlativ very soon.   
 
Lunch Program 
 
The USDA has extended the waivers for schools to offer free lunch for children ages 0-18 until 
the end of December. Follow this link to apply so you can get delicious LISD meals delivered!  
 
Open Air Enrichment 
 
Registration is now open for the Lopez Library Afterschool Outdoors Program, a partnership 
between the Library, the LISD and other local organizations. This program is open to children in 
1st - 8th grades. It will take place primarily outdoors on the grounds of the Lopez Island School, 
Monday - Wednesday, from 1pm - 4pm, September 21st - December 9th. Please Note that 
registration does not guarantee enrollment. Due to safety protocols and guidelines, and limited 
staffing, this program has a limited number of spots. The Lopez Island Library will be in touch 
regarding your child's enrollment status, being added to the program waitlist, and any alternative 
options that may be available. For more details about the program, please read the Program 
Handbook. 
  
Here is the Handbook link: http://bit.ly/afterschool-2020 
Here is the registration link: https://forms.gle/guxT65sE9mMfNVQeA 
 
Communication:   
 
Oh boy, where to begin…..   
As you probably know, we have been having some pretty significant challenges with sending 
out family communication through Qmlativ.  We believe that we have solved the problem, 
though you may be thinking, “I’ve heard that before!”  At the beginning of the week, I was 
shaking my fist at the sky.  “Why, universe, why???”  Today, I’m sending this family letter out 
with confidence...and crossed fingers.   In case you have been missing school communication, 
everything is here in the Admin Blog on our school website. 
 
Unbelievably, our phone system went down the first day of school.  We do have a couple 
emergency phones for 911 calls and nearly every adult on campus has a cell phone, but you 
can’t call the school until the system is fixed.  It’s an old system.  We have to order a part from 
1980 (I’m kidding...mostly).  In the meantime, we are all doing our best to be responsive to 
email. 
 
Really Good News! 
 

• Richard Têtu: “I appreciate that the students in Cornerstones are working so hard on 
their thinking. Their level of reflection would put many older adults to shame.” 

• Amy Studzienko: “All the Secondary Culinary students passed their Food Handlers 
certification AND soared through Knife Skills Lab this week. We had a very sweet, small 
ratio, outdoor, socially distant lab Thursday morning and it went great. Not one yellow 
jacket sting!  Some students even found time to pick Blackberries for next week's jam!” 
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• Brian Goff: “Very thrilled to meet 15 kindergarten students and their families, in person at 
school.  I am working with families and community partners to envision our covid 
restrictions, as a magnificent opportunity to reimagine what school might become. Stay 
tuned for kindergarten updates!” 
 

My daughter, MJ, visited last weekend and I was so proud to give her a little tour of our school, 
both inside and outside spaces.  Here are some pics I took of the production garden and 
orchard. 
 

 

 
 

Have a fabulous weekend! 
 

All my best, 
Martha 

 

 

 


